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CAD/dah 
 
 
19th November 2021 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
It is really important that all stakeholders in the school understand that we are 
experiencing the highest levels of Covid 19 that we have ever experienced within 
the school. Again we are working hard in school to ensure that we do all that we can to 
promote the right messages with the children and protect our staff, families and 
community as much as possible.  
 
During regular meetings with Public health we are directed to complete different actions, 
such as sending reminders and updates to parents on the situation.  
 
At this point we are experiencing high levels of staff absence caused either 
directly or indirectly by the pandemic, adding on top of the fact that this is 
typically the worst time of year for staff illness. Where many of us have school 
aged children ourselves it is often entering our households in that way, as it is 
clearly highly prevalent in school aged children. Therefore I need to give 
advance warning that as a last resort, it may be necessary to direct particular 
year groups to work at home should the situation get any worse. In this event we 
would ensure that younger years are not sent home in an emergency impacting on your 
ability to work since Years 7 and 8 are to be treated as if Primary age from a safeguarding 
point of view. We would work to protect the education of Year 11 who are the closest to 
the GCSE exams, meaning that Years 9 and 10 would be most able to work from home for 
the day. We would do our best in these circumstances to provide remote education as 
quickly as possible for them, although we also need to factor in the fact that if staff illness 
is causing a staff shortage, staff may be too ill to deliver lessons In order to cover a full 
timetable. If this becomes the case, we will message as soon as possible, but 
often it may occur in the morning due to working out staffing levels at that 
point each day. Texts will be sent.  
 
We have seen that certain year groups and classes have been affected by outbreaks more 
than others, and have therefore written directly to parents and carers of children who are 
in any classes with high numbers of positive cases, so please follow the advice to get 
a PCR due to being identified as a close contact.   
 
Wiltshire local authority and Public Health have sent letters to all schools instructing us to 
keep a number of measures in place until at least the end of November: 
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1. Ensure pupils with symptoms are kept at home and complete PCR tests 

 
2. Remember that the symptoms present as a cold so we will ask pupils 

with sore throats, headaches, runny noses to go home and get a PCR – 
public health recognise that the test booking system still has the 3 old typical 
symptoms in and support advice to get PCR (even if you assume that they are a 
close contact – with numbers of cases at the moment, they probably are). This 
was the most effective action that we took previously. Many of them who 
seem to have a cold come back with positive results, even following 
negative lateral flow tests.  
 

3. Maintain Lateral Flow testing – all staff and students should test twice 
per week – this is certainly picking cases up and helping to stop the spread 
through school.  
 

4. Halt assemblies for the time being and any other ‘large gatherings and 
mixing’ – these events will continue to be on Teams.  
 

5. Continue to wear face coverings in communal areas such as corridors 
when movement occurs between lessons (if numbers rise again we will need 
to ask for them to be worn in classrooms too). Please supply your child with 
one – we have handed out thousands!  
 

6. Reduce mixing between groups of students as much as possible – breaks and 
lunches will now be spent in separate zones to protect year groups where cases are 
fewer.  
 

7. Social distancing and good infection prevention control amongst staff as 
much as possible due to the large numbers of staff who are contracting the virus. 
 

It is also worth remembering that where reception or office staff are giving these 
messages to parents, particularly if asking you to collect poorly children, or directing you 
to get a PCR, they are supporting the school in reducing numbers, and they are doing as 
they have been directed.  
 
Many thanks for supporting us. We will, as ever, continue to update you on the situation 
as needed. 
 
 
 
C A Dean   N D Roper 
Co-Headteacher  Co-Headteacher 


