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Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
We would really like to thank you for all of the support that you have shown us over the last few 
months, and year in fact, whilst we have worked to adapt our practice based on the Covid-19 
pandemic. We have been delighted to welcome all of the children back into school this week, and 
whilst the staggered approach was potentially not ideal for parents, it meant that we were able to 
prioritise the safety of all children and staff whilst the mass testing took place.  
 
Testing so far 
Over the first three days of this week, 900 children were tested and we are happy to confirm that 
there were no positive cases within the school community (including staff who now test at home 
twice weekly). Students will receive two more tests in school as outlined in a previous letter, but 
some changes have been made to the schedule which will be shared with pupils because we have 
become efficient to the point that we can test almost 400 pupils per day. All pupils handled it very 
well, and we are sure will feel much better about subsequent tests now that they know what to 
expect.  
 
The first day back 
During the staggered start we were also able to deliver lessons that updated pupils on health and 
safety routines around the school, changes to the timetable, and key reminders. But importantly 
we devoted time to exploring feelings and well-being in order to support pupils in the transition 
back into school and help them in terms of any anxiety they may have been feeling.  
 
More to follow 
In the next few days we will be: 

- confirming a new calendar for the rest of the year (with all Parents’ Evenings rescheduled, 
including information relating to Year 8 Options process) 

- sending out information about the home-testing that will be completed by pupils from 19th 
March onwards 

 
Supporting pupils at home 
You may have seen a new campaign that is being launched with the support of various celebrities, 
including Sandi Toksvig, Stephen Fry and Philip Schofield called ‘Turn on the Subtitles’. One of the 
most important ways that you can support your child at home to progress in their learning in all 
subjects is to help them develop their reading skills.  
 
Kids read more when we Turn On The Subtitles – they watch most TV between 4pm 
and 6pm – even switching on for those two hours each day will have an impact.  
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We wanted to let you know how this brilliantly simple, free, small change to children’s 
existing TV viewing habits can drastically improve their reading skills. Here is Stephen 
Fry to explain the benefits of turning on the subtitles in more detail. 
www.turnonthesubtitles.org/parents 
 
Based on an academic study of 2,350 children, 34% became good readers with 
schooling alone. But when exposed to 30 minutes a week of subtitled film songs, that 
proportion more than doubled to 70% - a copy of the study can be found here.  
 
There are lots of studies about the benefits of subtitles. This is just one. 
Go to turnonthesubtitles.org/research to find out more. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
C A Dean 
Deputy Headteacher 
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