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4th January 2021 
 
 
 
Dear Parents,  
 
We hope you have all had an enjoyable Christmas and wish you a Happy New Year, albeit from 
the fact that we are finding ourselves continuing in a difficult situation. This is certainly not the 
start of the new term that we would have wanted, but the safety of all of our students and their 
families is important to all of us.  
 
As per our communication in the holiday relating to announcements made by the DfE, the return 
to school has been staggered for different year groups to minimise the impact of COVID-19 
following the Christmas period, and to support our arrangements and efforts to complete mass 
COVID-19 testing of the whole school upon their return.  
 
Wiltshire’s Local Authority have produced the following image that explains the return to school as 
previously issued to you all during the break. This also explains the expectation relating to remote 
learning for each year group. However, we would like to add provision for each year group that 
goes above this expectation. The provision for each year group will be outlined below, and also 
some key questions that you have will hopefully be answered. It is important to note that the 
phrase ‘remote’ learning does not exclusively relate to the delivery of ‘live’ lessons, and our 
approach will be mindful of students having access to technology, as well as the finite resources 
and infrastructure that we have available.  
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New timetables  
As you will be aware from the letter sent by Mr Roper before the Christmas holiday, we have 
created a new timetable for the whole school that was due to start this week. This would normally 
mean that paper copies of timetables would be issued in tutor time on the first day back which will 
not be possible. Timetables are up-to-date on Insight and Show My Homework so should be 
followed in that way.  
 
Year 11  
From Tuesday 5th January, as many lessons as possible will be delivered via Teams allowing for 
‘live’ teacher input for some of the lesson. Links to meetings will be sent to students either via the 
Teams app (which they should have downloaded), or via SMHW. Lessons will happen within the 
time they would have that subject if they were in school, eg. we will follow timings on the new 
timetables. Registers will be taken by teachers in that time to monitor online attendance as per 
DfE instruction. Students should be encouraged to approach each day as a ‘normal’ school day.  
From Monday 11th January, Year 11 will return to school. They will be the first year group to 
receive COVID-19 testing, and then will commence with face-to-face lessons.  
 
Year 10 
Whilst the DfE have not included Year 10 in the requirement for online learning immediately, we 
are mindful of the fact that they were in self-isolation before the holiday therefore already missing 
teaching time, and that they will want to be completing GCSE work and making progress. 
Therefore we are including them in the same offer provided to Year 11 as of Tuesday 5th January. 
Please refer to guidance above regarding ‘live’ lessons taking place. This method of delivery will 
continue for two weeks until their return on the 18th January.  
 
Year 9 
The main reason for creating a new timetable for the whole school was so that the options process 
for GCSE could be completed at the right time for them, and new courses would start in January. 
Whilst they are not included in the DfE requirement for remote learning this week, we will be 
setting work on Show My Homework that aids their transition into GCSE from Tuesday 5th January. 
For the first week this will be a range of tasks relating to each of their subjects set across the 
whole year group, and will also include consolidation tasks to support English, Maths and Science. 
From Monday 11th January, work will be set by individual teachers that allows them to read around 
their new topics and start to support their new subjects. We have chosen not to deliver ‘live’ 
lessons to Year 9 as we do not believe this is a suitable method for the start of a new GCSE 
course, as it is difficult to gauge full understanding remotely and it may cause some students to 
miss key information or fall behind from the very start. We understand that this is a further delay 
to our normal start time of GCSE, however the fact that we begin in September of Year 9 already 
provides them with an additional year of study to many students across the country.  
 
Year 7 and 8 
From Tuesday 5th January, students will also be set consolidation work for all of their subjects so 
that they can practise what they have learnt so far, and to minimise disruption to their learning. 
This will be set on Show My Homework.  
From Monday 11th January, each subject will set work on Show My Homework that relates to their 
new topics following the school timetable.  
 
Access to technology and technical issues 
We have been able to issue many laptops following Government provision for some students, but 
there may still be some students who are impacted by a lack of access to technology or suitable 
internet connection. If this is the case, please email admin@stonehenge.wilts.sch.uk and we will 
try to support you through the issuing of paper copies of work where possible.  
If you encounter difficulty logging in to any of our platforms/websites, please email 
admin@stonehenge.wilts.sch.uk and we will try to support you.  
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Mass testing of COVID-19 
Upon return to school, students and staff will be offered the opportunity to be tested for COVID-
19. We will be writing to you about this in the coming days, whilst we work through the logistics 
and training necessary to complete such a task. This will also involve asking for consent prior to 
testing which will be in electronic format to support ease of completion. Please lookout for letters 
regarding testing in coming days. We see this as a very positive method for keep our school 
community and families safe so appreciate your support and understanding in this matter.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
N D Roper 
Headteacher 
 


