INTRODUCTION
Over the past few years The Stonehenge School has seen significant rises in GCSE
performance, partly due to the successful and innovative curriculum that we offer. This
option booklet has been written in order to give you the relevant information to enable you
and your child to make informed choices.
You will be aware that the next three years of your child’s education at The Stonehenge
School are of crucial importance and so your encouragement and support at this stage is
absolutely vital. The new reformed GCSE courses mean that more challenging content has
been included than ever before, and in most subjects the use of controlled assessments or
coursework tasks has been removed, meaning that many of the GCSEs rely on 100%
examination.
Where assignment work is available within any of the GCSEs and BTECs, these elements
have become even more taxing and I would urge you to monitor the amount of work that
your child is doing so that deadlines for handing in work are met and any unnecessary last
minute panic is avoided.
More independent research may be necessary to complete certain assignments and so it
would be very helpful if you could encourage your son/daughter to make use of existing
facilities, for example, computers, internet, access to GCSEPOD, Tassomai and other elearning platforms that the school provides.
An increasing number of pupils secure part-time employment during their final years at
school. It is important that parents manage such situations carefully in order to ensure that
these activities do not interfere with the progress of their child at school.
Pupils will pursue a range of courses during Years 9, 10 and 11, many of which will be
compulsory or "core", while others will be available by selection and negotiation.
The Key Stage 4 Curriculum is a diverse and exciting opportunity. The flexibility in available
courses means we can offer a curriculum to meet individual needs. Your son or daughter
will be guided towards the best route for them so they can reach their potential and leave
The Stonehenge School in just over two years’ time with success under their belt.
Options process during Covid restrictions
Unfortunately we are not able to run a Looking Forward evening in the usual way, having
already postponed it from its original date in the last academic year. However, we are still
trying to support yourselves and the students in the following ways:
1. All courses and subjects are outlined in this booklet which is available to parents and
students
2. The release of the options booklet and form is being timed alongside an early set of
reports on Insight so you can gain an up-to-date idea of how students are
performing and applying themselves in each of the main subjects that they currently
study
3. Students will have an assembly on exams from Mrs Dean on Friday 16th October to
explain the process to them
4. They already had the Options assemblies from each of the subjects before the
school closure last year.

GENERAL NOTES OF GUIDANCE TO PUPILS/PARENTS
Please read carefully.
1. KS4 courses lead to a variety of examinations and qualifications.
2. Pupils may be advised to consider a particular pathway of choices based upon
current levels of performance. Each pupil will receive guidance based on their
particular pathway.
3. We shall try to accommodate first choices but, where this is not possible, the
reserve choices will be used.
4. Each option is for 5 x 1 hour periods per fortnight.
5. If courses are not viable, i.e. if a sufficient number of pupils do not opt for
them, then the course will be cancelled.
6. Pupils please note:
(i)
(ii)
(iii)

Don’t choose subjects because of a friend or a particular teacher: choose a
subject because you will succeed in it and you enjoy it.
Parents must sign the options form to agree choices made.
Throughout the whole process you are advised to talk with your Tutor who will
be able to discuss issues with you.

7. Time Schedule:
(i)
(ii)
(iii)
(iv)

Friday 16th October – Year 9 assembly about the Options process with Mrs Dean
Week beginning Monday 19th October – Options booklets and online form
released to parents
Week beginning Monday 19th October – Term 1 Subject Progress reports
uploaded to Insight to show current performance and commitment to learning in
each subject
Wednesday 4th November – deadline for online form to be completed.

8. Please note that the School reserves the ultimate right to decide upon a pupil’s
suitability for any particular course, whether or not the pupil has opted for the
course.

QUALIFICATION OVERVIEW
Introduction
In order to develop a more personalised and flexible curriculum for our pupils the school
offers a variety of qualifications, which reflects the needs of individuals.
Within an increasing number of subjects a range of qualifications may be on offer. Subject
teachers will utilise current levels of attainment and past performance in order to decide
which qualification would best suit an individual pupil.
BTEC Firsts/Technical Awards
BTEC Firsts and Technical awards have been judged by the Department for Education to be

“high quality, rigorous and able to provide the majority of students with access to a range
of future study and employment opportunities”.

They are equivalent to GCSE at 9-1 and provide the same challenge as GCSE’s. BTEC firsts
contain 20-25% external assessment (in most cases a test). Historically speaking the
school has had a significant number of students who have gained places in the local
grammar schools with a combination of GCSE’s and BTEC qualifications.
GCSE
As part of the GCSE reform, a number of changes have been made to how students are
assessed. Most exams will be at the end of the 3 year course, rather than through the
completion of modules. There will be more essay based questions, and the content will be
more challenging. Everyone will do at least two science GCSEs. Coursework and Controlled
assessments will disappear from most subjects, apart from practical ones such as art, dance
and drama.
All GCSEs are designed in such a way as to ensure that candidates across the ability range
are given opportunities to demonstrate their knowledge, abilities and achievements.

QUALIFICATIONS AT A GLANCE

Level

4
3

Type

Academic

(Chartered/Professional/
Management)

Vocationally
– related
qualification

Higher level qualifications
(Degree, HNC,HND)

(Advanced/Technician/Skilled/ A-Level (A2)
Supervisory)
AS Levels

VRQ Level 3
VCE AS/A
Levels

2

(Intermediate/Operative/
Semi-skilled)

GCSE Grade
9-1

1

Entry Level

Grade 1-4
Grade 9-1
E+M

Technical
awards
Applied GCSE’s
BTEC
1ST Certificate
BTEC
1ST Diploma
Grade 4-9
VRQ Level 1
BTEC
Introductory
Certificate
BTEC
Introductory
Diploma

National
Vocational
Qualifications
(Occupational)
Eg: NVQ
Level 4 and 5
NVQ Level 3
Advanced
Modern
Apprenticeship
NVQ Level 2
Foundation
Modern
Apprenticeship

NVQ Level 1

ASSESSMENT AT A GLANCE
Following new changes by the DFE to the grading system, students will receive
numerical grades. The following tables allows you to compare them to the ‘old’
system of letter grades A* - G.
Previous GCSE grades
A* (Distinction *)
A (Distinction)
B (Merit)
C (Pass)
D
E (BTEC L1 Pass)
F
G

New system equivalent
8 and 9
7
6
4
3
2
1.5
1

5 is likely to be the
expected standard
required by college –
previously the top of a C
grade (C+)

THE CURRICULUM – GUIDED CHOICE
GETTING THE BALANCE RIGHT
The curriculum in KS4 is broad and balanced. It offers opportunities for all children to pursue particular
areas of interest as well as continuing with compulsory subjects. All pupils will have the chance to take
GCSEs. There will also be other forms of accreditation offered to pupils in some subject areas. The
curriculum breaks down into two parts:
1. Core Subjects
2. Option Choices
1.

CORE SUBJECTS – Lessons per fortnight
•
•
•
•
•

English
) 9 x 1 hour
English Literature
)
Mathematics – 9 x 1 hour
Science – 9 x 1 hour
Physical Education – 3 x 1 hour

Students will then have a guided choice over the remaining 20 periods. Each student will have 4 Option
choices, studying each subject for 5 periods per fortnight.
3. OPTION CHOICES:
Students choose from a variety of subjects listed below:
GCSE Art & Design
GCSE Business Studies
Level 2 Child Development
GCSE Computer Science
GCSE Drama
LEVEL 2 Tech Award – Engineering
GCSE Geography
GCSE German, Spanish or French
BTEC Tech Award in Health and Social Care
GCSE History
WJEC Level 1/2 Award in Hospitality and Catering
LEVEL 2 Tech Award - ICT – Creative Media
GCSE Music
BTEC Sports
GCSE Philosophy and Ethics
GCSE Textiles

THE COMPULSORY GCSE SUBJECTS AT KEY STAGE 4
GCSE English
The study of English provides skills that are necessary throughout our everyday lives,
allowing for effective communication through speaking, writing, and accessing information
and gaining understanding through reading skills.
Colleges and employers commonly look for a grade 5 and above in English as an indication
of literacy levels, and students wishing to further their study of English at AS or A Level
should be aiming at a grade 6 or better.
All students will study English Language and English Literature.
English Language
The specific skills developed are inference, exploration, language analysis, and deduction.
The subject is examined in three parts:
- Paper 1 – Explorations In Creative Reading and Writing
- Section A: close study of a single literary fiction text
- Section B: creation of a text, either description or narrative, from a choice of two

- Paper 2 – Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives

- Section A: Close analysis of two non-fiction texts
- Section B: Creation of a non-fiction text of your own

- Spoken Language is assessed, but not as part of the final GCSE grade
English Literature
This course enables students to enhance their appreciation of literature and develop their
skills in studying literary texts. The two units are:
- Paper 1 – Shakespeare and the 19th Century Novel

- Section A: response to a Shakespeare play studied in class
- Section B: response to a 19th Century novel, also studied in class

- Paper 2- Modern Texts and Poetry
- Section A: response to a modern text studied in class
- Section B: response to poems collected in the AQA anthology
- Section C: response to a previously unseen poem

GCSE Mathematics
Mathematics is an important subject that is used in many other
areas of work and study. It is a core subject and therefore
compulsory.
Most college courses and apprenticeships will require a certain grade at GCSE
Maths. Those students wishing to take their studies further to AS or A level Maths
will need to have gained high grades on the Higher tier paper.
The GCSE course follows on from your Key Stage 3 course, so some aspects of the
mathematics covered will be revision, whilst other more challenging topics will be
introduced.
You will follow the Edexcel GCSE course with exams at the end of Year 11. You will
study for and be entered for the appropriate tier of entry, either Higher (grades 9 to
4) or Foundation (5 to 1).
As with the Mathematics lessons you have at the moment you will be expected to
turn up with full equipment, including a scientific calculator and geometry set, and
you will usually be set one piece of homework a week.

GCSE Trilogy Science (double award) and
GCSE Biology, GCSE Chemistry & GCSE Physics Single awards
These Science courses provide opportunities for all students to develop Science knowledge
and understanding and also some of the many skills needed by young adults in our modern
society. There is sufficient grounding in all areas of Science should the student choose
Science for Further Education at a later date. Decisions regarding which course is most
suitable will be made at Christmas of Year 9 based on assessments in class.
Course Summary for both GCSEs
The qualifications deliver the following topics in the 3 main areas of Science:
Biology:

Cell Biology, Organisation; Infection and Response; Bioenergetics;
Homeostasis and Response; Inheritance, Variation & Evolution;
Ecology.

Chemistry:

Atomic Structure & the Periodic Table; Bonding, Structure and the
Properties of Matter; Quantitative Chemistry; Chemical Changes;
Energy Changes; The Rate and Extent of Chemical Change; Organic
Chemistry; Chemical Analysis; Chemistry of the atmosphere; Using
Resources.

Physics:

Energy; Electricity; Particle Model of Matter; Atomic Structure;
Forces; Waves; Magnetism & Electromagnetism.

Students must also complete Required Practicals in each of the three subject areas
throughout the course.
Assessment
Trilogy Science
(double award)
Subject content
Assessment
Assessment
schedule
Number of
GCSEs achieved

See topics
above

Triple Science
GCSE Biology

GCSE
Chemistry

GCSE Physics

Extended versions of the topics listed above.

6x 1hr 15minute
examinations

2x 1hr
45minute
examinations

2x 1hr
45minute
examinations

2x 1hr
45minute
examinations

All examinations taken at the end of Year 11
2

1

1

1

THE OPTIONS
GCSE Art and Design
Introduction
This is helpful for anyone wishing to pursue any course or career in Art and Design,
for example, ceramics, graphic design, industrial design, fashion design, jewellery
design, interior design, fine art or commercial art, and for anyone wishing to enter
any job which requires creativity, a good sense of colour and proportion, and the
ability to express ideas through sketches or model making.
It is also needed for anyone considering Architecture as a career as the normal path
for this is A level Art and Maths, followed by a degree.
It can be particularly useful to pupils considering an academic route as UCAS
research suggests that universities often refer back to GCSE and A level options to
look for signs of a wide range of interests and individuality.
Course summary
The course is based on three main areas of study:
Observation – the study and communication of objects, shapes and
forms.
• Design – this includes 3-D work in clay, plaster and other modelling
materials as well as the development of printing and other graphical
techniques.
• Expressive – students have scope for the development of imaginative,
individual and expressive work on a given subject.
•

In all three areas opportunities exist for work in 2-D and 3-D media and individuals
are encouraged to find and develop their own specialisms.
Assessment structure
•
•

Final exam (practical) – 40%
Coursework – 60%

Students can then go on to study any Art based subject using this GCSE
and many have entered careers in Architecture, Fashion, Graphics, soft furnishings,
marketing, advertising, illustration, and buying.

GCSE Business Studies

In year 9 we will follow the BTEC level 2 business course where the students will
learn what a business is and what makes a successful one. The students will then
be lead though a series of activities which will culminate in the production of a
business plan, for a business idea that they have come up with, usually in an area
of interest to them outside of school; examples previously are games shop, tack
shops, diners, leisure centre.
In year 10 & 11 the students will complete a GCSE course which is the Edexcel
GCSE (9-1). The course will cover the following topics;
Enterprise and entrepreneurship, spotting a business opportunity, putting a
business idea into practice, making the business effective, understanding external
influences on business, growing the business, making marketing / operational /
financial and human resources decisions.
The course will be examined with 2 papers, each being 1 hour and 30 minutes long.
Paper 1 focuses on small business whilst paper 2 concentrates on building a
business.
The skills and knowledge taught are relevant to a wide range of careers and further
education courses such as:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Industry and Commerce
Professions such as banking and accountancy
Management/administration posts in areas such as leisure, sport and the arts
Being self employed
BTEC National Diploma
AS/A2 levels

Business Studies is a subject that can give you the choice and open doors to your
future career. Can you afford not to do it?

Level 2 Child Development
OCR LEVEL 1/2 CAMBRIDGE NATIONAL IN CHILD DEVELOPMENT
Aims of the Course:
This course is designed to develop an understanding of the overall needs of young
children and the social and environmental influences which affect their development
in a contemporary, changing and diverse society.
General overview of the Course:
Students will develop an understanding of:
• Health and well being of children: reproduction and responsibilities of
parenthood; antenatal care and childbirth; childhood illnesses; and child
safety.
• Equipment and nutritional needs of children: choosing equipment; and
nutritional needs of children.
• Development of children from birth to 5 years: physical, intellectual and
social development; and learning through play.
Structure of the Course:
• Coursework 50%
- Child Study task (25%): preparing and carrying out activities with a child.
- Project (25%): investigating equipment and feeding requirements for
children and caring out a practical task.
• Written examination (50%): 1hour 15 mins. exam.
Educational Trips: Students will be asked to complete research tasks at home
which may involve local visits to shops, clinics, nursery groups, etc. Any cost
incurred will be kept to a minimum.
Students have the opportunity to volunteer to look after the electronic baby for 24
hours at the weekend.
General skills gained by the end of the Course:
Fosters a critical and analytical approach to decision making and problem solving.
Develops the knowledge and skills required for effective and safe organisation.
Subject specific skills gained by the end of the Course:
• Increased knowledge and understanding of human needs, the
interdependence of individuals and groups, and the influence of the social,
cultural and economic factors
• Increased awareness of the implications of child care and parenting on
rapid technological changes
• The use of information and communication technology (ICT)
• Development of the ability to respond effectively.
Employment Opportunities: This qualification offers the basic skills to enter a
work place as a trainee in many of the care/service industries, such as day nurseries
and health care environments. Further Educational Opportunities: There are a wide

range of Level 3 courses in child care education and health and social care available
at local colleges. This course would suit anyone who wishes to work with children,
or in a health/social care setting, as well as providing a sound foundation for the
skills of parenting.
NB: It will be necessary for each student to know a child who will not be above 5
years of age in the December of their Year 11, on whom to base their Child Study
Coursework. They will be required to arrange observations of the child in their
homework time during October/ November of their Year 11. The resulting work
contributes a significant number of marks for achieving the GCSE grade. The
resulting work contributes 25% of the marks for achieving the Level 1/2 GCSE
grade.

GCSE Computer Science
Did you enjoy using Scratch and Python at KS3?
Do you want to know computers work inside? Do
you want to be someone that makes computer
software rather than someone who uses software?
Do you want to be able to learn how to program
and write lines of code? Do you want a career in
the technical side of computers and IT? Do you
want to know what those 1’s and 0’s mean when
you see them in pictures relating to computers.
Then GCSE Computer Science is for you!
This is a completely a different course to ICTCreative Media; there is no overlap and there is
nothing to stop you choosing both. This course
requires a particular set of skills and
interests; an analytical brain, being prepared
to learn a computer programming language;
being prepared to write lines of code, being
patient and being prepared to concentrate
and solve problems. What will you do when you
make a program and it doesn’t work first time?
Passing this course will mean you will become a
good problem solver in a technical area.
There are no entry requirements as such for this
course. However, there is a link between Computer
Science understanding and Mathematical ability. I.e.
good at Maths probably means being good at Computer
Science. We recommend being in one of the top 2
Maths sets or being able to prove you have an
interest and some skill in computer
programming.
What will I learn and be examined on…..
Unit 1 The Principles Of Computer Science
Written paper for 1.5 hrs. 50% of the total GCSE grade.
The exam will assess what students know about Computer Science. E.g.
Computational Thinking, Data, Networks, Hardware, Security and Issues in IT
Unit 2- Programming (Application of Computational Thinking)
Onscreen practical exam for 2hrs. 50% of the total GCSE grade.
This will be practical exam on your Python programming skills where you will be
tested on how well you understand a problem, be able to break it down into
manageable chunks and create a program or fix an existing program.
What Activities and Trips Are There?

We will be visiting the Royal Signals in Blandford in the October 2020 to see their
museum, have a tour of their base and how they use technology to provide soldiers
with the latest technology, security and communications.
We are visiting the National Museum of Computing near London in Year 10!
Progression Pathways
If you want to work with computers then this is an essential course for you. You
will be able to progress onto level 3 IT courses at college, A Level Computer Science
in 6th Form and even a Computer Science degree at university.
The country needs more Computer Scientists as they will be at the forefront of
keeping the country safe from cyberattacks from Governments that are hostile to
us.
If you don’t work with computers in the future, this is a high status GCSE. A good
grade in this is like a badge saying ‘ I have problem solving skills, I can understand
how the internet and the world of computers works, I have an advantage over
others’.

GCSE Drama
GCSE drama offers students the opportunity to creatively explore texts and ideas; to
engage practically (as well as academically) and learn how to analyse and evaluate
drama and theatre.
What will I study?
The GCSE (new AQA specification) course provides 3 main areas of study:Component 1 – Understanding Drama.
What is assessed – knowledge and understanding of drama and theatre, study of
one set text (the crucible) and analysis and evaluation of live theatre makers
How it is assessed – Written exam – 40% of GCSE
Component 2 – Devising Drama (practical)
What is assessed – process of creating devised drama, performance of devised
drama (students may contribute as a performer or designer) and analysis and
evaluation of own work
How it is assessed – Devising Log, Devised Performance – 40% of GCSE
Component 3 – Texts in Practice (practical)
What is assessed – performance of two extracts from one play as either
performer or designer
How it is assessed – Performances of both extracts – 20% of GCSE
Could drama be the GCSE for you?
If you are someone who is looking to increase your
confidence in:
-Your creative thinking skills
-Your team working skills
-Your concentration skills
-Your communication skills
-Your ability to analyse and evaluate.
Drama could be the GCSE for you!

Engineering – Technical Award (GCSE Equivalent)
This qualification is designed for children who want an introduction to Engineering
that includes a significant practical element. The qualification will appeal to children
who wish to pursue a career in the engineering sector or progress to further study.
Engineering is the application of maths and science to solve real world problems. If
you’ve ever wondered “why are we learning this, I’m never going to need this” in
maths or science, then Engineering has the answers.

About you:
Can you meet these requirements?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

You are interested in how things are made, and how they work.
You enjoy designing and making things from wood, metal and plastic.
You are able to make pieces again if they go wrong, and keep on trying when
it gets difficult.
You are able to get on by yourself, without being told what to do all the time.
You are able to work as a team with people you may not know yet.
You are able to use numbers to measure, and perform simple calculations.
You work safely in the workshop, and can be trusted at all times.

If this is you, then you could be the right person for Engineering.
What will you learn?
You will learn how all the tools and machines in the workshop operate, and should
become good at choosing which one to use for a particular job.
You will also learn how to draw objects freehand, using a drawing board (technical
drawing) and using the computer (CAD).
Finally, some of the course involves research, talking, thinking and writing about the
Engineering industry. You will learn how Engineering has affected your life, about
safety in the Engineering industry, and about the properties of different materials we
use.
The course gives students a broad understanding of the world of Engineering. We
look in some depth at mechanical, electrical and energy Engineering (areas of
Engineering we can easily practise in the workshop) and briefly look at other areas
of Engineering such as civil, chemical, medical and communications.
A lot of the theoretical parts of the course are taught using practical activities. If you
are a practical person, choose Engineering.

GCSE Geography
Why choose GCSE Geography?
Geography helps you to make sense of the world around you. It is hands on, it is
relevant and it is fun. The GCSE course includes a good mix of topics such as urban
issues, world development, extreme environments, rivers and hazards to name but
a few.
There are a number of reasons why you should study GCSE Geography. Here are
some of them and some information about the course:
The study of GCSE Geography can help you:





Gain a knowledge of your world and an understanding of current events.
Appreciate different cultures in this country and in other parts of the world,
Become aware of physical (natural) and human environments.
Develop a range of useful skills. These including map reading, interpreting
data, problem solving, data collection, decision-making, ICT use and roleplay.

The GCSE course:
 We study the OCR ‘B’ GCSE course called ’Geography for enquiring minds’
 You will study a number of topics such as: earthquakes and volcanoes, the
UK in the 21st century, world development, landscapes, disasters, city life,
weather and climate change and global environments.
Will you get out of the classroom?
 Fieldwork is an important part of GCSE Geography.
 As part of the course students go on fieldtrips in year 10 and 11

How is the course assessed?
 There are 3 exams at the end of Year 11. Paper one is ‘Our Natural World’
Paper two is ‘People and Society’. Together they count for 70% of the course
marks

 Paper 3 is a ‘decision making paper’ (30% of the course marks) based on
interpreting data, maps, photos and evaluating information on two
geographical themes.
What qualities do I need to study GCSE Geography?
 If you have decided to study GCSE Geography you should have a keen
interest in different places and the world around you.
 You should be prepared to involve yourself in research, discussions and
debates on different geographical questions and issues.
 You should be prepared to complete fieldwork.
 You should have liked the subject at Key stage 3.
Where will Geography take me?
 GCSE Geography is an important subject because it helps you to make sense
of how the world and its people work. It will enable you to develop many
useful skills including numeracy, literacy and ICT. It is also an Ebacc subject
and known as an academically highly rated subject.
 GCSE Geography can lead onto ‘A’ Level Geography and related courses such
as Geology, Town and Country Planning, and Earth Science
 Further studies in Geography can lead to careers in accountancy, market
research, management consultancy, aid work, landscape architecture,
countryside management, field studies work, environmental consultancy, civil
engineering, social work, cartography, surveying, town planning, teaching,
the tourist industry, heritage management and many more areas.
Where can I get more information about GCSE Geography?
 From your Geography Teacher
 From students in year 9 and 10 who study Geography
 From OCR’B’ Geography website

GCSE German, Spanish or French
Learning a language at GCSE will help you to get more out of holidays, to improve
your English and general study skills and eventually to get a well paid job.
Many professions and University courses require the knowledge of a foreign
language. You will have the opportunity to revise work covered at Key Stage 3 and
also to study new topics such as healthy living, social issues and youth culture.
This course involves the study of four skills, reading, listening, speaking and writing
to a higher level. Thorough learning of vocabulary and structures is expected.
Assessment:
Assessment is via 4 terminal examinations which take place at the end of Year 11.
Listening
Reading
Speaking
Writing
The exams are equally weighted, each being worth 25% of the total available
marks.

GCSE History
GCSE History helps students to develop skills of analysis, organisation, interpretation,
critical use of evidence and constructing arguments, which play a key part in many
different careers.
The qualification is considered by colleges and employers to provide a sound basis
for further study or training in a wide number of areas, such as journalism, law,
media, finance, business, military, politics, advertising and many more.
The course follows the OCR History B (School’s History Project) syllabus, which is
assessed through 3 exams at the end of Year 11, Paper 1 (1 hour 45mins), Paper 2
(1 hour) and Paper 3 (1 hour 45mins)
Modules will include:
•

A Thematic Study – The People’s Health c1250 to present 20% of total GCSE

•

A British Depth Study – The Elizabethans, 1580-1603 20% of total GCSE

•

History Around Us – Stonehenge 20% of total GCSE

•

Period Study – The Making of America, 1789-1900 20% of total GCSE

•

World Depth Study – The First Crusade, 20% of total GCSE

It is an interesting and varied course, covering a range of topics – from prehistoric
times up to the present day – and enabling students to investigate the stories
behind many of the things that make up our modern world. Our aim is to broaden
the knowledge of our students, to give them an appreciation of the world and it
heritage. To create more rounded, worldly individuals.

WJEC Level 1/2 Award – Hospitality and Catering (Food).
Who is this course for?
This course is a must for anyone interested in entering the food or hospitality
industry at 16 or anyone considering going onto our local colleges to study the
subject further. It is also a course for people who like to cook and would like to
develop their personal interests. It has proved to be useful to people wanting to
work in the caring types of jobs or children’s nurseries.
The students will be trained how to prepare and cook foods to a high standard via
regular practical lessons. (The students’ families will have to be responsible
for the provision of their own ingredients each week throughout the three
year course. Failure to bring ingredients will lead to detentions and
removal from course).
WJEC Hospitality and Catering
Unit 1: Principles of examination: The Hospitality and Catering Industry
Written Exam 1hr 30 mins. 40%
This component will consist of a written exam paper which will cover types of
industry, job roles, environmental health, rules and regulations in the industry,
types of catering equipment and nutritional understanding.
Unit 2: Hospitality and Catering in action: internally assessed
Non exam: internally assessed. This unit consists of practical work spent cooking
and developing practical skills along with written coursework.
9 hours – 4 Hour Practical Exam, 5 Hour written work.
60% of qualification
The applied purpose of this unit is for learners to safely plan, prepare, cook and
present high level nutritional dishes around a given brief.
Assessment 1: 30% Written Coursework Assessment
A written piece of coursework is expected to be completed individually and typed.
Learners will present an in-depth knowledge and understanding about nutrition
functions, specific needs, menu planning, cooking methods, environmental
consideration, customer needs and analysis and evaluation of food. Learners will
also be expected to produce an in-depth time plan to assist with their practical
exam.
Assessment 2: 30% Practical Exam – 4 Hours.
Plan, Prepare, cook and present a menu which assesses the learner’s knowledge,
skills and understanding in relation to the planning, preparation, cooking and
presentation of food. Skills and work are assessed on a pass, merit and distinction
level.
These assessments will be based on a choice of tasks released by WJEC.

Course Overview
If you like using computers to create things like
websites and digital images or using computers for
working with digital sound and publishing, then this
course is for you. This is about using software
creatively. Creative media is a massive part of the
UK economy and creates lots of jobs. See the
quotes at the bottom.
The course is one of the Government’s new, high
status Technical Awards and is equivalent to a GCSE.
The course consists of 60% coursework and 40%
exam. Further details are below.
Course Content
Component 1- Exploring media products.
We will watch and look at media
products e.g. films and you will discuss
and write what makes them suitable for
their audiences. This will involve
analysing media like films, adverts,
animations, websites, games.
Component 2- Developing digital media
production skills.
This we learn various skills in creative
media like designing and making
webpages, digital images, logos,
magazine covers and articles, sound
editing. You will redesign a website or
radio advert made for adults and remake
it for a teenage audience!
Component 3- Create a media product in
response to a brief.

This is a practical exam which runs over a
few lessons. Students can spend 18 hours
in lessons doing research, gathering
resources and practising. The student has
9 hours in exam conditions to write up
their research, design and then make
their product e.g. a website.
Progression Pathways
This could lead to a job in the creative industry e.g. publishing, sound editing, games making and
website design.
It could lead to level 3 (A level equivalent) qualifications offered by post 16 providers e.g. Andover
College offer Creative Media – BTEC Level 3 90 Credit Diploma/Extended Diploma, Digital Arts and
Technology – Level 4 Higher National Certificate.
The creative media sector is a dynamic, growing and rewarding sector to work in, with new
opportunities arising continually. The UK’s creative industries as a whole are now worth over £84
billion per year to the UK economy. Working in the creative media industry involves a wide range of
practical processes, skills and techniques – from broadcast media to increasingly interactive
products and platforms. As digital technology continues to evolve, media techniques have become
more sophisticated and media products are becoming more advanced. However, what has not
changed is that media products still have the power to enthral, intrigue and affect audiences.

GCSE Music
The GCSE course is based on 4 components.
Unit 1 : Listening and Appraising Music: Music in Context
40% 1hr 30mins written / listening examination
Candidates explore 4 Areas of Study:
1. Western classical tradition 1650–1910
2. Popular music
3. Traditional music
4. Western classical tradition since 1910.
Assessment is through a terminal examination marked by AQA examiners.
Candidates respond to questions based on short musical excerpts drawing on music
from all 4 Areas of Study. Recorded excerpts of music are provided on a CD. There
will be objective tests, structured responses and extended response questions.
Unit 2: Performing Music
30% / 72 marks Internally assessed and externally moderated
Candidates offer one individual performance (acoustic or technology-based) and
one group performance. The recordings can be made at any time during the course
and a combined total of 4-7 mins worth of recording for both Solo and Individual
performances.
Unit 3: Composing Music
30% / 72 marks internally assessed and externally moderated
• Composition 1: Composition to a brief (36 marks)
• Composition 2: Free composition (36 marks)
Candidates compose two pieces of music, one of which is to a set brief issued by
AQA.
GCSE Music is a particularly practical course with 60% of the coursework material
produced through practical classwork tasks. This course is suited to students who
enjoy singing, playing, performing and composing.
We have excellent facilities including a recording suite and a variety of software to
help students achieve the best possible results.
All musicians of any ability are welcome and we look forward to helping them
achieve excellent results at GCSE. The course has become more rigorous and
it is expected that pupils will be able to read music to a certain standard. It is
also expected that instrumental or singing lessons will be taken up; this has a
massive bearing on the performance aspect of the qualification.

Philosophy and Ethics- AQA GCSE Religious Studies A
Over the course of 3 years you will study 2 Belief Systems and 4
Ethical Topics
Beliefs and Practices 50%
• Buddhism
Ethics
• Christianity
Relationships and families.
(Sex, Marriage, Divorce, Gender Equality)
Religion and life.
Assessment:
Students
who
prove
themselves
(Where to
didbe
wegood
come from? Environment, Animal Rights,
100%
Exam
all
round
athletes in Key Stage 3 have the
Euthanasia)
option of studying EdexcelAbortion,
GCSE Physical
Peace
andfive
conflict.
Education. The students will
have
lessons over the two-week(Terrorism
timetable.
and War)
These lessons usually take
the
format
of
Crime and punishment.
two hours theory, and three hour practical.
(Types of Crime, Causes of Crime, Types of Punishment)
Assessment in GCSE is spread over:

Is this the Option for you?
• Are you…interested in becoming a lawyer, a police officer, a doctor, a
social worker, a journalist, a teacher, or in joining the forces? Do you
want to join a profession that sometimes asks you to consider why
people act the way they do?
•

Do you…want to work in a job where you might need to deal with the
general public on a regular basis?

•

Do you…like to think about big questions, challenge people’s ideas and
make your own ideas heard?

•

Are you…considering a job where it is important to express yourself
clearly?

If you answered YES to any of the above, then Philosophy and Ethics is
definitely an option worth considering.

GCSE Textiles
The Art and Design, Textiles endorsed GCSE course is for imaginative and creative
students wishing to pursue a career in Textiles related industries such as fashion
design, costume design, interior design, upholstery, printed textiles etc. It is also
helpful for anyone wishing to enter any job which requires creativity or problem
solving, a good sense of colour and proportion, and the ability to express ideas.
Textiles is not an easy subject. Students who opt for this subject are expected to
have a degree of skill in Art and Design and an interest in working with fabrics.
Students should be able to work independently on individual projects and be willing
to invest time at home as well as in the classroom. Sometimes students will need to
purchase additional materials. We examine the work of artists and designers and
use this to inform our own designs. This means that students will be asked to
express or explain ideas in writing. However, all this effort means that this subject
can be a very rewarding course, especially for those students who enjoy being
creative. The majority of time spent in the classroom is practical with coursework
being made up of 2 Research, Design then Make projects. Students who do not like
using the sewing machine or sewing in general should not choose this option.
The course is assessed through the Edexcel exam board, with marks divided up as
follows:
•
•

Coursework: 60%
Final exam (practical): 40%

