Supporting your child through their Art GCSEs
Following the preparatory
period,
students
must
undertake 10 hours of unaided
focused
study,
under
supervision.

Each students must create a portfolio that
includes:
1. A sustained project developed I
response to a subject, theme, or brief
2. A selection of further work resulting from
activities such as trials and experiments

Homework – keep up to date with homework,
because as soon as you don’t hand a
homework in on time, it becomes difficult to
catch up and we have found that regular,
good quality homework is the best way for you
to achieve the grades you are capable of.
IF you get behind / are still behind from taking
it too easy in year 10 -- listen in lessons / check
with Mrs Havery and Mr McCarthy for which
days we are staying per week for after school
catch up time (when you can use our
materials for new homework and get extra
help)

Preparation for the exam can start from
January onwards. AQA provide externally set
assignments with seven different starting
points. Students must select one.
Preparatory work may be presented in any
suitable two- or three-dimensional format such
as mounted sheets, sketchbooks, journals,
design proposals, models and maquettes,
digital or non-digital presentations.

Classwork – listen carefully at the start of the
lesson to what you are expected to achieve
that day, then keep focused on your work – so
that you don’t end up with more stuff to catch
up with !!
SMHW – Parents, please check this as I often
attach a class progress chart to the
homework, so this is a good way of you
keeping track of their progress –feel free to
contact me via
haveryw@stonehenge.wilts.sch.com.uk if you
can see that your child is behind compared
with others in the group.

Supporting your child through their Business GCSE
The Business Exams
Edexcel exam specification
Paper
1

2

Topics
Theme 1:
Investigating
Small
Business
Theme 2:
Building a
Business

Length
1h30m

Mark
/90

%
50%

1h30m

/90

50%

Regular Revision Sessions

Key dates for GCSE Business
4th - 15th
November
16th January
2020
24th February to
6th March
21st May 2020
2nd June 2020

Equipment needed for the
exam
Pen
Pencil
Ruler
Calculator
Rubber

Mocks week –
Paper 1 (date tbc)
Parents Evening
Mocks week
Paper 2 (date tbc)
PAPER ONE EXAM
PAPER TWO EXAM

Examination Content
Paper Theme 1: Investigating small
One
business
Topic 1.1 Enterprise and
entrepreneurship
Topic 1.2 Spotting a business
opportunity
Topic 1.3 Putting a business idea
into practice
Topic 1.4 Making the business
effective
Topic 1.5 Understanding
external influences on business
Paper Theme 2: Building a business
Two
Topic 2.1 Growing the business
Topic 2.2 Making marketing
decisions
Topic 2.3 Making operational
decisions
Topic 2.4 Making financial
decisions
Topic 2.5 Making human
resource decisions

GCSE Business revision sessions run every
Monday at 3.00 – 4pm.
These are open door sessions and all students
are welcome.
Revision resources are also posted on Show
My Homework and on the R:\ Resources
Drive on the school computer system.
Please ensure your son/daughter downloads
all resources to help them with their revision.

Revision Guides

Revision guides are available from the school
or amazon. Please ensure you buy the GCSE
Business Edexcel revision guides.
If your child does
complete practice
questions, encourage
them to bring these
completed into school for
their teacher to check
and support.

Supporting with Revision
Your son/daughter has been provided
with a Personalised Learning Checklist
(PLC) for each unit of the two exams.
Ask your son/daughter to record each
aspect red, amber or green according
to how much they feel they know and
therefore need to revise. They can
also use this to record what they have
revised and take note of any topics
they may wish to ask their teacher
about.
Ask your son/daughter if you can help
them. We will send them home with
regular homework including exam
questions and key words to learn.
Check your son/daughter’s
knowledge with flashcards, quizzes,
chat about different business topics at
dinner, ask them to tell you about a
Business issues or case study etc.
Please encourage your son/daughter
to spend twenty minutes a day revising
on one of the excellent revision
websites below.
Seneca Learning is a revision website
that supports Edexcel GCSE Business.
Students have a login and access to
all revision materials:
https://www.senecalearning.com/
Gcsepod website also provides exam
board specific revision resources:
https://www.gcsepod.com/
BBC bitesize offers good
business revision resources, though
they are not specific to the Edexcel
exam board.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjec
ts/zpsvr82
Lots of pupils struggle to revise key skills
such as remembering the business
formulae and numeracy calculations
they have to learn. Encourage your
son/daughter to download the revision
resources from the school Resources
drive R:, to practice their numeracy
skills.

A key area for development is key
terms and students should spend a
considerable amount of time
developing their business studies
vocabulary. We would also
recommend students keeping up to
date with business related stories in the
press which they can refer to as case
studies.

Key words and vocabulary

Not knowing the meaning of a word often
means pupils don’t answer a question and
once reminded of the meaning then realise
they have lost vital marks. Please test your
son/daughter on the key words lists we give
them. You can also ask pupils to tell you
about these key words and to use them in a
sentence to show they understand the
meaning.
Example Key words to learn
Adding Value, Economy, Market Share, Ethics,
Demographic, Risk, Cash flow, Break even,
Stakeholder, Market Research, Primary research,

Relevant questions to ask
your son/daughter

Encourage your son/daughter to use phrases
such as ‘this means’ and ‘this is because’ to
ensure they are developing their points. If
your son/daughter makes a point, ask them
the question ‘why?’
How does a business add value?
Why is cash flow important to a business?
Explain one benefit to a company of
using market research.
Discuss the advantages to a business of
using primary research?

Best ways for your son/daughter to revise
Flash cards
Mind maps
Quizzes/exam questions
Look, cover, write, check
Podcasts
Contacting the department

We have an open door policy within the
department – encourage your son/daughter
to see their teacher with questions before
school/after school, at break or lunchtime.
Please contact your son/daughter’s class
teacher if you have any concerns or wish to
talk further about how to support your
son/daughter. Mrs Hock and Mr Briggs

Supporting your child through their Catering GCSEs

Unit 1 Exam
Hospitality and
catering
industry
1 hr 30 min
90 Marks

Unit 2 Controlled
Assessment
Hospitality and
Catering in Action
Assessment –
coursework
Food preparation
and service
120* marks
(approx)

Preparation for both exams
can start early on by going
over class theory work and
completing homework.
A revision guide is available on amazon but
is not essential as we cover all theory in lesson
time (WJEC Vocational Award Hospitality and
Catering Level 1/ 2).
Cooking skills can be practiced at home.

Unit 2: Practical Assessment: each student
must produce coursework which will be
internally marked. Coursework time is limited
so any lesson time must be carried out with
complete focus.
All students will then complete a 3-4hour
practical exam in March wherein they plan,
prepare and cook 2 restaurant standard
dishes. These dishes need to be high skill in
order to secure a good grade for this unit.
Regular practice at home is encouraged.

Homework – keep up to date with homework,
because as soon as you don’t hand a
homework in on time, it becomes difficult to
catch up and we have found that regular,
good quality homework is the best way for you
to achieve the grades you are capable of.
Classwork – This covers our theory exam
content so it is critical to listen, focus and ask
questions for understanding.
Coursework – deadline will be around March
but regular deadlines for individual sections of
coursework will happen.
Use lesson time wisely and focus on
coursework to avoid afterschools.
SMHW – Parents, please check this as I often
as possible to keep track of practicals. In Year
11 we will have regular practical lessons to
prepare for the practical exam in March –feel
free to contact me via
rainesc@stonehenge.wilts.sch.uk if you have
any queries or questions.

Supporting your child through Computer Science GCSE

Computer Science (Eduqas GCSE 9-1)
Paper
Paper 162.5%

What is in it?
Written paper. 1hr 45mins
Principles of computer
Science.
Short and long answer
questions on Computer
Hardware, Software, Data
Representation, Logic,
Ethics, Security.

How to Revise
 Exam board revision materials
https://bit.ly/2lghaOC
 Students will be given an exam board revision
guide. Link here as well.
https://bit.ly/2mlOHas
 GCSEPod
 TeachICT https://bit.ly/2Xwdu9I
Password - gateway1 NB this a different
specification but the content is similar
 Practice past papers https://bit.ly/2mHCOLT
 Quizlet Flashcards made by the department.
https://bit.ly/2kJWrCB. Put the Quizlet app on
your phone. To search for the set
‘woodsdstonehenge’ or ‘Eduqas 9-1
Computer Science’

Paper 237.5%

This is a 2 hour practical
exam.
Students will get a question
on html, Greenfoot,
possibly the Little Man
Computer, coding (non –
specific language),
searching or sorting
algorithms.










Practice Greenfoot. It’s free to download.
Do the tutorials.
https://www.greenfoot.org/doc
Download this version of Greenfoot 2.4.2
https://bit.ly/2Ucp1gg
Practice Python programming. Python is free
to download.
https://www.python.org/downloads/ Use one
of the many free online learning platforms to
gain the knowledge of programming
principles. E-mail some workbooks home
from the Resources drive (see teacher)
Practice html. This platform will be ideal
https://www.w3schools.com/html/default.asp
Use the revision guide for Paper 1
Revision guide from Mr. Woods
Little Man Computer
https://peterhigginson.co.uk/lmc/

Supporting your child through their Drama GCSE
Students in Drama must be prepared to
work at a quick pace throughout the
course, the more effort they give, the
better their grades will reflect this.

Year 9 – Students need to be open
to exploring many styles of theatre
in preparation of year 10 where they
will draw on this key knowledge.
Year 10 – Students undergo the first
major component of the course,
‘Devising’. This is where they are in a
group creating their own piece of
theatre. Attendance is vital! Once the
performance is done, students
complete a 2500 word reflective
document that justifies their decisions.
Year 10/11 – Students begin their
exploration of the set text ‘The Crucible’
by Arthur Miller. They will be tasked with
reading through over the summer in
preparation for year 11. Around February
we start to develop our examination skills,
please see the Success tools at the end
of this page.

Year 11 – Students must perform two
extracts from the same play. It is vital they
dedicate time to each extract in preparation
for the examiner who will come in and mark
their pieces.

Useful websites –
1. https://www.yorknotes.com/gcse/english-literature/thecrucible-york-notes-for-gcse-new-edition/revisioncards/03_exam-tips
2. https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z6mxsbk

Top Tips
Attendance – to benefit from all
the course has to offer, you need to
aim for 100% attendance.
Autonomy – Being independent
and taking some responsibility for
the work you create. This means
going away and researching the
script/time period/key themes.

Homework – It is important each homework
that is set gets completed, please ensure this
is done, homework is only set for a
supporting purpose in lessons and must be
completed in order to achieve the desired
grade.

Busy?
Here’s some support to
help your child when
there’s not enough hours
in the day. £6 will get you
two superb resources that
detail the set text for
component 1 and core
revision for the entire
course.

Should you wish to purchase one
or both of these excellent tools
please email
woods@stonehenge.wilts.sch.uk

Supporting your child in Engineering
Engineering
This is a Technical Award, which is equivalent
to a GCSE, but has more practical
experience.
What it’s about:
Engineering is about how things work and
function, how they are built and repaired.
Areas of engineering covered include:

Year 11 project
The Year 11 project will be very time-pressured,
with a lot of work to be completed in a short
space of time.
You will need to spend extra time in the
workshop after school from January till April to
get a good grade in this project.
Homework – keep up to date with homework.
It is all practice for either the exam or the Year
11 project. You need feedback from me on
how to improve. You
IF you get behind / are still behind from taking
it too easy in year 10 -- you will need to either
complete more work at home, or spend more
time in the workshop after school.

Your grade is made up of 2 components:
1. A 1 ½ hour exam in March of Year 10,
with a re-sit in November of Year 11.
2. A project given to us by the exam
board in December of Year 11, to be
handed in for marking at the end of
March, and again (with improvements)
at the end of May.
The grades you can get are:

SMHW – I always put homework on SMHW,
usually with the question sheet attached. If
you lose your copy, you can print out another
one from here.
Useful equipment to have:
In class:
Pencils,
Colour pencils,
Set squares (45° and 30/60°)
Compasses for drawing circles
At home:
An A3 drawing board to practise drawing.
While this isn’t essential, it will be very useful.
I can give advice in class about which type
of boards are worth buying.

We will work on exam material mainly
throughout Years 9 and 10.

Supporting your child through their English Language
and English Literature GCSEs
The English Language Exams
Paper
1
2

Topics
Fiction
Non-Fiction

Length
1h45m
1h45m

Mark
/80
/80

%
50%
50%

Examination Content
Paper
One

Paper
Two

Reading Fiction (analysing
language, structure and
evaluating the opinions of
others)
Writing Fiction (producing a
description or story that is
engaging, well-organised,
and accurate)
Reading Non-Fiction
(analysing language,
structure and making
comparisons)
Writing Non - Fiction
(producing an article, letter
or speech that has a clear
opinion and sense of
argument, and is wellorganised and accurate)

How do I prepare for this?





Complete
Homework
tasks
set,
complete practice questions, read
newspapers, magazines and even junk
mail;
learn lists of the language features that
we find in texts.
Complete writing tasks such as creating
a story, writing a description of a
picture, or writing non-fiction texts like
newspaper or magazine articles, or
formal letters.

What extra work can I do? It’s important to
read as much as you can outside of lessons;
novels,
magazines,
newspapers,
autobiographies- all will help with your
understanding of how language works.
Is there any online help? GCSEpod is
excellent. In addition, PiXL Independence will
allow you to test yourself. BBC Bitesize has
some useful revision material, and YouTube
videos like those by Mr Bruff will give you extra
ideas.

The English Literature Exams
Paper
1

2

Topics
Shakespeare
and 19th
Century
Modern texts
and Poetry

Length
1h45m

Mark
/64

%
50%

2h15m

/80

50%

Examination Content
Paper
One
Paper
Two

Shakespeare – Macbeth
19th Century novel –
Frankenstein, A Christmas
Carol or Jekyll and Hyde
Modern texts – An Inspector
Calls, Animal Farm, DNA,
Pigeon English
Poetry Cluster (using AQA
anthology) – Power and
Conflict cluster
Unseen Poetry

What extra work can I do?
Knowing the set texts really well is vital for
success in English Literature; students have all
been given a copy of Macbeth, but will need
their own copy of the Nineteenth Century
Novel and the Modern Text. All of the
Nineteenth Century Novels are available free
to download on kindle, or via the Kindle app.
It is important that students re-read these texts
in their own time, as familiarity with the
characters, themes, and events will enable
them to write far more effectively in the
exams.
Is there any online help? GCSEPod, PiXL
Independence, and BBC Bitesize all feature
Literature sections. There is a HUGE selection of
Literature videos on YouTube, and the website
shmoop.com features some very useful
material.

Supporting your child through their Geography GCSE
The Geography Exams
Pape
r
1
2
3

Topics
Our Natural
World
People and
Society
Geographica
l Exploration

Lengt
h
1h15m

Mar
k
/70

1h15m

/70

1h30m

/60

Regular Revision Sessions
%
35
%
35
%
30
%

Key dates for GCSE Geography
15th November
16th January
2020
24th February to
6th March
March
18th May (am)
3rd June (pm)
11th June (am)

Mocks week –
Geography Paper 1
Parents Evening
Mocks week
Geography Paper 2
Mock
Geography Paper 3
PAPER ONE EXAM
PAPER TWO EXAM
PAPER THREE EXAM

Examination Content
Paper
One

Paper
Two

Paper
Three

Global Hazards
Changing Climate
Distinctive Landscapes
Sustaining Ecosystems
Physical geography
fieldwork - Swanage
Urban Futures
Dynamic Development
UK in the 21st Century
Resource Reliance
Human geography
fieldwork
- Portsmouth
Geographical skills
Decision making exercise –
this will be on any of the
above topics.

Equipment needed for the exam
Pen
Pencil
Ruler
Calculator
Rubber
Piece of string

GCSE Geography revision
sessions run every Thursday at
3.00 – 4pm.
These are open door sessions and all students
are welcome.
Revision resources are also posted on Show
My Homework and on the R:\\Resources
Drive on the school computer system.
Please ensure your son/daughter downloads
all resources to help them with their revision.

Revision Guides
Revision guides are available from the school
or amazon. There is also an exam practice
workbook available from CGP. This is
available from most book stores as well as
online sites such as amazon.
If your child does complete practice
questions, encourage them to bring these
completed into school for their teacher to
check and support.

Supporting with Revision

Your son/daughter
has been provided with a Personalised
Learning Checklist (PLC) for each unit
of the three exams. Ask your
son/daughter to record each aspect
red, amber or green according to how
much they feel they know and
therefore need to revise. They can
also use this to record what they have
revised and take note of any topics
they may wish to ask their teacher
about.

Ask your son/daughter if you can help
them. We will send them home with
regular homework including exam
questions and key words to learn.
Check your son/daughter’s
knowledge with flashcards, quizzes,
chat about different topics at dinner,
ask them to tell you about a
geography case study etc.
Seneca Learning is a revision website
that supports OCR B GCSE
Geography. Students have a login
and access to all revision materials. If
your son/daughter has lost their login
details please tell them to see their
geography teacher who can resend
these:
https://www.senecalearning.com/
Lots of pupils struggle to revise key skills
such as reading and interpreting OS
maps. Encourage your son/daughter
to visit the website below to practice
these:
https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/m
apzone
BBC Bitesize has updated their website
in light of the GCSE changes. Our
exam board is OCR B – encourage
your son/daughter to visit this to revise
and take the quizzes that are
available.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/sub
jects/zkw76sg

Key words and vocabulary

Not knowing the meaning of a word often
means pupils don’t answer a question and
once reminded of the meaning then realise
they have lost vital marks. Please test your
son/daughter on the key words lists we give
them. You can also ask pupils to tell you
about these key words and to use them in a
sentence to show they understand the
meaning.
Example Key words to learn
Geology – rock types.
Geomorphic processes – processes that result in
the change in the shape of the earth e.g. along a
coastline.
Concordant coastline - A concordant coastline
has the same rock types along its length.
Discordant coastline - A discordant coastline has
alternating bands of different types of rock.

Relevant questions to ask
your son/daughter
Encourage your son/daughter to use phrases
such as ‘this means’ and ‘this is because’ to
ensure they are developing their points. If
your son/daughter makes a point, ask them
the question ‘why?’
How does a discordant coastline change
shape over time?
How is a wave-cut notch and wave-cut
platform formed?
How do groynes stop longshore drift?
How is Swanage Bay protected from coastal
erosion?
What are the four types of erosion and how
do they work?

Best ways for your son/daughter to revise
Flash cards
Mind maps
Quizzes/exam questions
Look, cover, write, check
Podcasts
Contacting the department

We have an open door policy within the
department – encourage your son/daughter
to see their teacher with questions before
school/after school, at break or lunchtime.
Please contact your son/daughter’s class
teacher if you have any concerns or wish to
talk further about how to support your
son/daughter.
Mrs Hock and Mr Langley

Supporting your child through their Health and Social Care Btec
Resources

Gojimo website looks at all aspects of
Health and Social, including random
tests, detailed explanations and
diagrams,

http://www.gojimo.com/gcsehealth-social-care-revision/
How do I prepare for this? Keep up to date
with assignments set in class and complete all
resubmission work by the deadline set.
What extra work can I do? Attend revision
sessions on a Tuesday starting after October
half term, 3-4pm in room 9 for exam revision
and outstanding coursework. Not all students
need to resit the exam you will be advised by
Mrs Ruscoe if you are sitting the exam in
February.

Is there any online help? There are online
resources that will help with your assignment
work and the revision guide has an online
version with details in the front of each revision
guide purchased.

Supporting your child through their History GCSEs

Exam Board – OCR, Specification - B
5 topics taught, weighted equally, 20% each

3 Exams in the Summer

The Making of America 1789-1900

Stonehenge, followed by Peoples Health +
Elizabeth, followed by USA + Crusades

The People’s Health 1250 – to date
Stonehenge
The Elizabethans 1580-1603
The First Crusade 1089-1100

Tips for success
We are currently studying The Elizabethans
but whilst on this topic it is a good idea to
read over your notes from previous topics
from time to time – students have their note
books at home, they can read through.
Reading regularly, not necessarily text books
but Reading for Pleasure, aids the study of
History, so please encourage your son or
daughter to read every day, even if it is just
for 10 minutes.
Useful website, this contains notes on
People’s Health and the Making of America
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/
history/shp/

Join Seneca, this has been set as a task on
SMHW. This is a revision website.
Watch the news, there are often events
occurring worldwide which have resonance
in history. Public Health issues linked to the
NHS or stories in America about elections or
gun crime; these are relevant to our topics

Schools History Project website
There are lots of resources available for free
on this website, created especially for our
exam board:
http://www.schoolshistoryproject.co.uk/resou
rce/3-gcse/

Supporting your child through Creative iMedia Level 1/2

Creative R081 Revision Guide
Overview of the unit
 Students must be able to describe the
process of creating pre-production
documents and the role they play in the
development of your ideas.


Students should be able to describe how
you would analyse a client’s requirements
and how they might provide their
requirements to you. I.e. client brief,
meetings, scripts.



Students should be able to analyse your
client brief to ascertain your clients target
audience and provide examples of how
your proposed product will meet their
specification.



Students should be able to show that you
can complete primary (questionnaires,
sampling, surveys) and secondary (books,
internet, television) research to develop
your ideas.



They will be able to discuss the time scales
for a set a project and describe steps you
may have to take to plan for the whole
project including contingencies.



They will be able to create a range of well
annotated pre-production documents
such as storyboards, spider diagrams,
mood boards, work plans and visualisation
diagrams.

Useful resources on the
internet
Pre-Production Skills Exam Revision
bit.ly/2lf4ZBE
R081 revision Guide
bit.ly/2kE7Xzc
R081 Pre Production Documents Video
bit.ly/2kLwjr1

GUIDE FOR PARENTS AND STUDENTS

Supporting your child through their
French, German and Spanish GCSEs
All Modern languages courses follow the
same format with AQA exam board
Exam
1
2
3
4

Topics
Listening
Reading
Speaking
Writing

%
25%
25%
25%
25%

Exam board tips
Listening
and
Reading

Writing

Target the areas you are
least confident about first
Revise your vocabulary
and make a list of words
that you find difficult to
remember
Don’t miss out the little
words – learn to spot
them
Study different types of
questions
Listen nor read twice in
the exam before you
answer to be sure
Don’t start writing straight
away. Read the
introductory rubric and
bullet points carefully
Plan your answer so that
you cover all of the bullet
points
Make sure you
understand which bullet
points are targeting the
different time frames and
opinions in foundation
tier question 4 and higher
tier questions 1 and 2
When you have a choice
of question make a
careful decision about
which one will give you
the chance to show off
your writing skills
Use a variety of
vocabulary and
sentence structures
Have a good range of
adjectives to use
Practise different ways of
giving opinions

Speaking

Learn and practice
pronouncing key phrases
Create model answers to
different questions that
you could be asked to
practice constructing
detailed sentences
Ask parents and friends
to test you
Justify your opinions

Speaking is a 1 to 1 exam conducted by
your teacher, recorded and marked by
the board.
How to support your child
Read through notes after every
lesson and learn key vocabulary
Revise for regular vocabulary test.
Complete the revision workbook
which will be provided by school.
Attend after school sessions
regularly (these will start in Term 1).
Practise with past papers

Resources on the internet
Use key sites for at least an hour
every week ie Linguascope
Intermediate, Duo linguo, vocab
express, GCSEPod, Memrise.

Supporting your child through their Maths
GCSE
Three exams – all 1 hr 30 minutes long
Each exam covers all of the maths course
Two papers allow calculators

Mathswatch – all students
have used this and have an
individual login. ASK TEACHER
Revision sessions – will be
starting after half term.
Revision guides – were available at the
beginning of yr10. Still available if you come
and see us. However, Mathswatch is better, if
you use it.

Some technical words to learn and
understand
What we know from last year
Students have a good chance (70%) of
maintaining the grade they scored after the
tests at the end of yr10.
Questions are very difficult – students need
resilience.
Grade boundaries have been different every
time – no-one knows what will be required for
each grade.
How can parents help?
Little and often – practice numeracy (times
tables etc).
Make them do their homework
Stress the importance of maths (and English)
What extra is available at school?
Maths Tutor group – two groups. Maths every
morning

increase/decrease
ratio
denominator
frequency
correlation
grouped frequency table
compare
midpoint
mean; median; mode; range
event
outcome
elative frequency
sample space diagram
integer
expand
factorise
sum
product
multiple
factor
one significant figure
congruent
highest common factor
inequality
least common multiple
gradient
nth term rule
parallel
quadrilateral – all of them
regular
bearing
external/internal angle
circumference and pi
prism
order of rotational symmetry
hypotenuse
tessellate
substitute
perimeter
radius/diameter
trial and improvement
simplify

Number Questions
Can you explain to me how to add two
fractions with different denominators?
Can you tell me the decimal equivalent of
1/4? 1/5? 3/20?
What is 4.28 to one decimal place?
How would you share £65 in the ratio 3:2?
Can you round 57,346 to one significant
figure?
Can you explain to me the difference
between a factor and a multiple?
What is negative 4 add negative 7?
What are the rules about multiplying and
dividing with powers?
How do you split a number up into it’s
prime factors?
What is an improper fraction?
What is 16 as a percentage of 20?
How do you increase £40 by 15%, without
a calculator?
How do you add 3.5 and 4.06?
Estimate the product of 4.79 and 13.22
What is the answer to 0.3 x 0.2?
Data Questions
What does frequency mean?
The mode of some numbers is 5. What does
this mean?
Explain how to find the median of this list
of numbers; 8, 8, 2, 4, 5, 3
What is the difference between continuous
and discrete data?
What is a data collection sheet?
How do you start to draw a pie chart?
What do you always need to remember
when you draw a stem-and-leaf diagram?
What is the probability of rolling a 5 on an
ordinary dice?
If the probability that it rains today is 0.4,
what is the probability that it doesn’t rain?
Algebra Questions
How would you expand 5(y – 2)?
What is the value of 3f + 2t, if f = 4 and t =
-5?
What is factorising?
Solve 6k – 4 = 26
Solve 4x + 3 = 2

How do you solve an equation when the
unknown is on both sides?
What is the 7th term of the sequence 5n +
2?
What is the nth term rule for the sequence
7, 13, 19...?
What can you tell me about the line y = 3x
-4? It’s gradient?
Trial and Improvement questions always
ask for the answer to
1 decimal
place. What does this mean? How do you
get full marks?
What does the graph of x = 2 look like?
What about y = -4? y = x?
What shape will the graph of x2 + 3x – 2
be?
Shape Questions
What does ‘order of rotational symmetry’
mean?
Which formula do you need for the
circumference of a circle? Area?
Explain Pythagoras’ Theorem, what are
the two types of question?
How do you work out the bearing of town
A from town B?
What equipment do you need for
constructions and loci questions?
Why do you need a pair of compasses?
What is the difference between perimeter
and area?
An answer for a volume question is
“32cm2”. How do you know this is wrong?
What’s so special about a ‘regular’
polygon?
Explain how to find the area of a triangle.
What are Alternate angles?
Corresponding? Allied?
Draw a rough sketch to show these types of
angles.
The diameter of a circle is 5cm. How do
you find it’s area?
How do you find the area of a semi-circle?
What does a question mean when it asks
for the midpoint on a line?
What does ‘translate’ mean? Is there a
special way of writing it?

Supporting your child through Music GCSE

Pupils need to be actively engaged in music
theory and revision throughout year 11.

Regular
revision
on
GCSE
Bitesize, (https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subj
ects/zpf3cdm) GCSE pod and the Music AQA
text books will help to establish a deeper
understanding
of
music
and
its
conventions. Use the white AQA exam
practice work books to do exercises that will
get them confidence in exam style questions.

Pupils need to focus on composition in lessons.
Ensuring interest and development in your
compositions will get you better marks. A

good quality score / written
annotation
is
also
required. Getting all this
coursework completed early is
good practice and allows for refinement to
gain those extra marks.

Pupils
also
need
to
organise
their
performances (Solo & Ensemble), ensuring it
can be performed to a good standard, again,
will help with overall marks. Students must
perform for a minimum of 4 mins. The
ensemble MUST be a minimum of a minute,
with a solo performance (or multiple) to make
up a the minimum 4 mins. Max around 7
mins.

Supporting your child through their PE GCSE and BTEC Sport

BTEC Sport

PE GCSE

How do I prepare for this? Exam unit has been
completed for all students, the focus is aimed
at completing assignments by the set
deadlines.
What extra work can I do? Attend after school
sessions on a Wednesday, these will start midNovember 3-4pm. Alternatively, you can
base your research around the assignment
criteria outside school hours.

Is there any online help? The use of SMHW – all
the PowerPoints and assignment briefs are
readily available for learners.

Seneca:
https://www.senecalearning.com/blog/gcsephysical-education-revision/
BBC Bitesize:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zny
b4wx

Supporting your child through their Philosophy & Ethics GCSE
Resources

The Exams
Paper
Topics
1
Beliefs and
Practices
2
Thematic
Studies

Length
1h45m

Mark
/99

%
50

1h45m

/99

50

Examination Content
Beliefs
and
Practices
Thematic
Studies

Christianity Beliefs
Christianity Practices
Buddhism Beliefs
Buddhism Practices
Choose FOUR out of the following
Relationships
Religion and Life
Crime and Punishment
Peace and Conflict
Revelation

Revision Resources
Revision Guides & Workbooks
Students are issued with paper revision
material as we reach each topic. These also
have accompanying workbooks which should
be completed. Electronic copies available on
Show My Homework. From October half term
students will also be issued with an Oxford
University Press Workbook. The Christianity
section should be completed as independent
revision whilst we focus on thematic studies in
class. From Christmas onwards students will be
issued Oxford University Press Revision Guides.
Students will need to pay a small deposit
which will be returned if they hand the guide
back in a useable state at the end of the
course.
Alternatively you can order a revision guide
from Amazon:


ISBN-10: 0198422857



ISBN-13: 978-0198422853

Further

Log onto
GCSE POD
and watch
the AQA Religious Studies A Christianity
and Buddhism Pods. Playlist:
https://members.gcsepod.com/share
d/playlists/playlist/1831904
Go onto Seneca and
choose the AQA Religious
Studies A option; Thematic
Studies and Religions.
https://www.senecalearning.com
GCSE Bitesize. Religious Studies,
AQA, Buddhism and Christianity.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z
jgx47h

How Should I Lean?
You need to split your revision between
revising KNOWLEDGE and practising EXAM
TECHNIQUE.

Best ways to revise for Knowledge
Flash cards
Mind maps
Quizzes
Look, cover, write, check
Podcasts
Create own Podcasts
Best ways Practise Exam Technique
Attempt Past Papers (Aqa website)
Access and attempt
Exam
Questions on SMHW
Complete Exam Questions in
Revision Guide
Look at old year 9/10 exam
questions- and add to them
Read mark schemes (Aqa website)
Practise 2 x Point + Explanation
(4marks)
Have a bank of quotations for 5 and
12 markers
Practise IDREAREY

Supporting your child through their Science GCSEs
Combined Science (2 GCSEs)
Students take 6 exams that are 1 hour and 15
minutes long, covering content from Biology,
Chemistry and Physics.

Triple Award Science

(sometimes known as ‘Separate Sciences’ or
‘Single Sciences’) is where students study all
three sciences and end up with three GCSEs.

Tassomai
Every student has been given
a log-in for the Tassomai
Website. Students should aim
to complete their Tassomai
goal at least 4 times per week. This ‘intelligent
program’ will personalise the questions to
every student according to their individual
areas for improvement. The more they do, the
more the program will help, the more progress
they will make!

There are 6 exams at 1 hour and 45 minutes,
covering all Combined Science topics, plus
additional content.
Revision Book
Every lesson can be reviewed at home by
reading the relevant pages in their ‘Revision
Book’. [PLEASE NOTE: every student should
have a revision book and these should be
brought to Science lessons; if you need one
please speak to your Science teachers].
Revision Cards
As students are working through each section
of work, they can make revision cards
summarising the key points/equations etc.
These become particularly useful if students
(and parents) use them to test Knowledge
and understanding throughout the course.
RAG Rating
Students also record their progress through the
Science topics by RAG-rating their knowledge
on the checklists in the front of their exercise
books. Self-testing using BBC bitesize and their
revision books, using the RAG-rated checklist
as a starting point is always a good move.
Regular Review
As the module progresses, regular reviewing
of exercise book/revision book/revision cards
and answering practice questions will
consolidate knowledge and understanding.
Equations
Every student has been given a list of Physics
equations that must be learnt before the
exam, including the units for each variable.

On-line
A range of Science revision apps are also
available for download onto mobile phones
etc., many of them free. “Gojimo” is a
particularly useful example as is “Quizlet”.
“GCSEpod” and “freesciencelessons” are
really good to consolidate understanding.
The official AQA exam board website also has
revision materials including past papers which
are particularly useful for practicing questions.

To all parents, guardians,
This letter invites you and your child to join Seneca’s Learning platform for free.
Seneca offers free online GCSE, A Level, KS3 and KS2 courses to 450,000 students.
All of the courses are exam board specific and written by examiners and industry
experts.
Learn 2x Faster
Seneca’s groundbreaking research involved 1,120 students and was published in the
peer reviewed academic journal IMPACT. The study found that students using Seneca
performed 105% better than peers studying using revision guides.
Get Your Child Started For Free
Step 1: Visit senecalearning.com and sign-up
Step 2: Select a student, teacher or parent account
Step 3: As student, add your courses and join your teacher’s class
Step 4: Start learning for free
For any questions regarding the platform do not hesitate to reach out to our team at
learnmore@seneca.io or to visit our help centre at help.senecalearning.com
Best wishes,
Flavia
Flávia Schechtman Belham, PhD
Chief Scientist at Seneca
W: Senecalearning.com
E: Flavia@seneca.io

Seneca Learning Tintagel House, 92 Albert Embankment, London SE1 7TY, United Kingdom

VESPA
In summer 2019 we got the year group to do a questionnaire. The results of which
provided information about the following areas:
Vision
Do they know what they want to achieve?
Effort
Working hard at proactive study.
Systems
Organisation of learning resources and time.
Practice
Deliberate practice to develop skills.
Attitude
Responding constructively to setbacks.

The acronym for these areas is VESPA.
You will see the report gives a score for the areas and a commentary about it. There
are suggested activities. These are found in the VESPA activities book on Insight
documents.
We urge you to work on these with your son or daughter.

