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This information sheet contains information for the public in relation to the 

ongoing major incident in Salisbury and Amesbury. 
 

 

 The Counter Terrorism Policing Network 
is leading the investigation after tests 
confirmed the two people taken ill in 
Amesbury on Saturday 30 June 2018 
were exposed to the nerve agent 
Novichok. Very sadly Dawn Sturgess 
died in hospital on Sunday 8 July. Her 
partner Charlie Rowley remains in 
Salisbury District Hospital in a critical 
condition. 
 

 We continue to work very closely with a 
wide range of partners, including Public 
Health England (PHE), the local NHS 
trust, local authorities and other 
emergency services 
 

 Local communities will see a heightened 
police presence as the investigation 
continues - this is a sensible response to 
an investigation of this nature and scale 
so please don’t be alarmed. It will include 
officers wearing protective equipment as 
they carry out their duties. 
 

 Public Health England’s assessment is 
that the overall risk to the general public 
remains low. As a precaution, they advise 
the public not to pick up any strange 
items such as needles, syringes or 
unusual containers. 
 

 Please continue to follow Public Health 
England’s advice if you were in any of the 
five locations listed from 10pm on Friday 
29 June to 6.30pm on Saturday 30 June.  

 

    The five locations are: 
 

1. Queen Elizabeth Gardens in Salisbury 

2. A property at John Baker House, 
Rolleston Street, Salisbury 

3. A property on Muggleton Road, 
Amesbury 

4. Boots the chemist, Stonehenge Walk, 
Amesbury 

5. The Amesbury Baptist Centre, 
Butterfield Drive, Amesbury 

 Wash the clothing that you were wearing in 
an ordinary washing machine, using your 
regular detergent at the temperature 
recommended for the clothing 

 Wipe personal items such as phones, 
handbags and other electronic items with 
cleansing or baby wipes and dispose of the 
wipes in the bin (ordinary domestic waste 
disposal) 

 If your items are dry clean only, you should 
keep them double-bagged and securely 
fastened. Further details will follow. 

 None of these actions should damage your 
washing machine 

 Other items such as jewellery and spectacles 
which cannot go in the washing machine or 
be cleaned with baby wipes, should be hand 
washed with warm water and detergent and 
then rinsed with clean cold water 

 Thoroughly wash your hands with soap and 
water after cleaning any items 

 You don’t need to seek advice from a health 
professional unless experiencing symptoms.  
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 Public Health England’s assessment of 
risk remains low and will be continually 
assessed as the investigation continues.  
Please keep up to date on Public Health 
England’s website:  
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/phe
-statement-on-incident-in-amesbury  
 

 We will continue to update the public as 
regularly as possible via our website 
www.wiltshire.police.uk 
 

 We have set up two dedicated phone 
numbers for anyone with concerns 
relating to this incident. The Freephone 
number is 0800 092 0410 or if you cannot 
dial Freephone, call 0207 158 0124. 
 

 Anyone who may have information which 
could assist the investigation should 
please call Counter Terrorism police on 
0800 789 321 immediately. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 The past few months have been 
unprecedented for Wiltshire Police and 
the local communities in Salisbury and 
Amesbury have shown huge resilience. It 
has been a very challenging time and we 
appreciate that there is significant interest 
in this investigation. 
 

 We understand the level of concern and 
upset news of this incident is causing for 
local residents and businesses directly 
affected by the cordons across Amesbury 
and Salisbury. 
 

 We sincerely appreciate the patience and 
support we have received from the public 
and hope this will continue as the 
investigation progresses. Thank you for 
your cooperation, support and patience 
during this difficult time. 
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